
Ukraine – A Plan to Help 
 
Why? 
 

1. The most terrible atrocities are being inflicted upon Ukraine by Russia’s invasion which is 
condemned throughout the world. 
 

2. The need to offer immediate assistance to the citizens of Ukraine, particularly, women, 
children, elderly and infirm, via the offer of sanctuary, housing, sustenance and friendship to 
people displaced to the UK, whilst loved ones bravely fight for their homeland against all 
odds. 
 

The Concept 
 

1. To bring together interested parties within, initially, Doncaster MBC and surrounds, who can 
collectively offer skills, infrastructure and finance to produce a professional and sustainable 
reaction to the Ukrainian crisis. 
 

2. The initiative will initially embrace several parties who have enthusiastically agreed to play 
their parts: 
 

• The Association of Ukrainians in Great Britain (AUGB) – Doncaster Branch – under 
their Chair, Paul Iwanyckyj 

• Doncaster Rugby Football Club based at Castle Park. 
• Associated and interested individuals bringing a range of resources and skills to the 

initiative 
 

3. It is hoped to integrate the initiative with any similar planning being undertaken by 
Doncaster MBC as an authority plus other organisational and individual efforts within the 
area 
 

Initial Response: 

1. The Doncaster AUGB has already undertaken various related activities, including fund-
raising, gifted-aid collection and dispatch, social media presence and communication, and is 
assembling a database of offers of help including volunteers, and accommodation. 
 
The Association also has numerous personal contacts, both family and friends, currently 
living within Ukraine who will undoubtedly require help in many forms. 
 
The Association will also look to organise and coordinate translator services to the many 
incoming families who have no knowledge of the English language. 

 

 



2. Doncaster RFC is a successful rugby club fully integrated into the town and is keen to be a 
centrepiece of assistance for families from Ukraine, whether associated with rugby or not, to 
feel the love and warmth of fellow human beings. 
 
Doncaster RFC are in contact, via European Rugby, with individuals who, from inside 
Ukraine, have local knowledge of the crisis. Rugby is a family throughout the world and 
families stick together. 
 
Associated and integrated with Doncaster RFC, a charitable foundation entitled ‘Doncaster in 
Union’ has already carried out local charitable works and, within its constitution can offer a 
central financial and administrative base for the initiative. An initial private donation of 
£10,000 has been committed to getting the initiative started. 
 

3. Physical resources: 
 

a. The Doncaster Branch of the AUGB have dedicated premises in the centre of the 
town, already being utilised as a response to their appeal.  
 

b. Castle Park (DRFC) has significant physical resources that can be made available as a 
gathering point for those placed in a variety of accommodations within the area. 

 
c. Via the AUGB and Doncaster RFC, a number of offers of housing and rooms within 

houses have already been made which will, it is anticipated, increase significantly as 
the initiative develops. 

 
4. Recognising that accommodation alone will be insufficient to meet the needs of those 

arriving in the UK as traumatised war refugees, skills and experience are also already 
identified to provide family support, child-care, financial assistance and a dignified lifestyle. 
 

5.  The population of Doncaster will undoubtedly show their traditional spirit and care and can 
be organised into a spirited response to the crisis.. 
 

Moving Forward: 

It is proposed to host a meeting of all interested parties to the initiative at Doncaster RFC, Castle 
Park, Armthorpe Road, DN2 5QB on Friday, 18th March 2022 at 11.00am, to collect and share 
information and thoughts on the potential actions to be carried out, to produce a coordinated 
response as a matter of urgency. Please come if you can. 

To register interest in the initiative and meeting, please contact: 

• Paul Iwanyckyj (Chair of AUGB – Doncaster Branch):  
Mobile: 07810 152901  Email: pauliwan@yahoo.co.uk 
 

• Laura Iwanyckyj (Committee Coordinator for AUGB - Doncaster): 
Mobile: 07580 461749  Email: laura1wan@yahoo.co.uk 
 

• Steve Lloyd (President & Director of Doncaster RFC):  
Mobile: 07747 777225  Email: srl@slloyd.co.uk 


